Senior Research Proposal Discussion
The senior research is your opportunity to display your technical, research, or managerial skills and abilities. More specifically, students are expected to apply the full range of concepts, knowledge, and skills acquired from their university experience. The course is a one-semester activity. 
 
A proposal should be developed prior to registration for the course. 
The proposal can be developed collaboratively with a corporate sponsor or your academic advisor. This person can be another faculty member or someone from business and industry. The designation of a sponsor is optional, but is highly recommended for activities involving expertise outside the department. The proposal should be submitted to the course instructor/department for approval. Proposals should be no longer than 3-4 double spaced typewritten pages in length, including the proposal cover page. 
 
The proposal must be completed with sufficient detail to adequately describe the research and include the following: 1) the purpose of the research; 2) the goal(s) of the research; 3) the methodology or approach to be used in completing the research; 4) the exact deliverables to be submitted at the end of the research; 5) required resources; 6) assumptions; 7) limitations; and 8) and a schedule for completion with targeted milestones.  See the 490 Cover Sheet for proposal topics. The purpose of the proposal is to verify that:
· The activity has been carefully studied and analyzed before committing time and effort.
· There is no misunderstanding between the student, faculty, (and sponsor) regarding expectations.
· The activity can be completed successfully within the given constraints.

The reason for the proposal:
· Students generally register for classes in November.
· We ask students to submit a proposal of what they plan to work on. Once the proposal is approved, we clear them to register for the class. We do not allow students to register for the class until they have an approved proposal. The reason is so we (the student and faculty) have a clear expectation of what will be done to satisfy the course requirements.
· We have found that students who wait until the beginning of the semester to select a research project usually never get it finished satisfactorily because planning a project takes time. Students may also need to make arrangements with companies or outside experts for assistance.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students who spend time thinking and developing a solid research project proposal generally do better than those who do not. We ask you to start thinking about this now so that you will be successful and have a finished product that you can be proud of as well as having something you can show professionally. Our intent is not to create more work for you. It is based upon our hope that a little planning up front will create less work later.

Proposal grading and scoring:
We count the effort in developing the proposal towards the completion of the class. In this case, the proposal is worth 15% of the grade. Once the proposal is approved, the student only has 85% of the course left to complete. Please note that proposals received after the November 10, 2017 deadline will receive a deduction. Proposal items missing or incomplete will also receive a deduction. Proposals not approved will be asked to resubmit and will be received a reduced score.
A copy of the grading criteria and proposal form is attached. 

Please let us know how we can assist you.
